Complete remission after autografting for chronic myeloid leukaemia.
A previously untreated 31-yr old female with Ph-positive chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML) received busulphan and melphalan at high dosage followed by an autograft of peripheral blood stem cells collected 4 weeks earlier. Though recovering haemopoiesis was at first mainly Ph-positive, Ph-negative haemopoiesis predominated at 12 months and has persisted until the most recent study (24 months post-autograft). Her haemopoietic cells now show no rearrangement of the bcr gene, unlike the cells collected at diagnosis. Autografting carried out soon after diagnosis could be valuable for obtaining cytogenetic remissions in other patients with CML.